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Who we are

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is the oldest political foundation in Germany with a rich
tradition in social democracy dating back to its foundation in 1925. With our international
network of offices in more than 100 countries, we support a policy for peaceful cooperation,
promote the establishment and consolidation of democratic structures and are pioneers for
free trade unions and a strong civil society.

FES Asia

In the Asia-Pacific, our 13 offices collaborate on the regional level to promote gender and
climate justice, peace and international cooperation. Concerned with recent geopolitical
tensions and geoeconomic disruptions in the region, we work closely with thought leaders
to develop answers to the strategic new normal.

Marc Saxer

Marc Saxer is the Head of the FES Office for Regional Cooperation in the Asia Pacific. Marc's
work focuses on geopolitics, geoeconomics and world order as well as transformation and
democratization processes. His work has been published in more than twenty languages,
and was featured in major news outlets around the world.

Website: asia.fes.de/our-work/geopolitics-of-asia.html

Countries in Southeast Asia don't
want to choose between China
and the United States. In the
context of an already unbalanced
world order, we all need to learn
how to best navigate the
complex geopolitical
environment around us.



https://asia.fes.de/our-work/geopolitics-of-asia.html

Nepal's geoeconomic disruptions can be
very positive if we can make our politics
more proactive. And then again, if we
cannot rise up to the challenge, then we
probably will be left in a situation
whereby we'll be choosing one neighbor
vis-a-vis the other one.

OUR JOINT AGENDA

A platform for countries to unpack ideas and develop
strategies on how to manage geopolitical uncertainties.
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A special focus on the adaptation
of development models amidst
geo-economic disruptions.

N4

A laboratory to develop ideas how to reform
the multilateral governance system after
the end of the unipolar order.

Vv

A pan-Asian network of interdisciplinary
experts providing spot-on policy analysis
and innovative solutions.

N4

New avenues for
dialogue between
thought leaders from
Asia and Europe.



STRUCTURE

NATIONAL

Strategy & Foresight Labs

Analyzing major geopolitical and geoeconomic dynamics with national

stakeholders and developing strategic options to shape development paths.

Held in Bangladesh, India, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan,
Philippines and Thailand.

Roundtables and bilateral dialogues
Held in Australia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia,
Mongolia, South Korea and Vietnam

REGIONAL

Geopolitics and Geoeconomics Labs
Examining regional mega-trends, analyzing how they will impact
countries and economies, and developing progressive blueprints to
jointly move beyond a “zero sum logic”.

GERMANY, EU AND THE WORLD

Roundtables and Bilateral Dialogues
ASFG delegations to Brussels and Berlin: Exchanging views with senior
decision-makers, law-makers and experts to find common ground.

New York Roundtable analysing the double crisis of the liberal order
and exploring entry-points to reform the multilateral architecture.

OUR PROJECT

Navigating the New Geopolitics of Asia

pursues three interrelated aims
at the national, regional
and global level.

Bringing together senior experts from across Asia in a truly interdisciplinary

new format. A regional platform with thought leaders representing a
diverse set of countries — from Afghanistan in the west to Japan in the
east, and from Mongolia in the north to Australia in the south.



https://asia.fes.de/news/philippines-geopolitics-2024
https://asia.fes.de/news/thailand-geopolitics-2024.html
https://asia.fes.de/news/bangladesh-geopolitics-lab
https://asia.fes.de/news/india-geopolitics
https://asia.fes.de/news/mongolia-geopolitics
https://asia.fes.de/news/nepal-geopolitics
https://asia.fes.de/news/pakistan-in-geopolitics
https://asia.fes.de/news/geopolitics-regional-lab-2024.html
https://asia.fes.de/our-work/geopolitics-of-asia/strategy-labs
https://asia.fes.de/our-work/geopolitics-of-asia/strategy-labs

INNOVATIVE OUTPUTS

GEOECONOMIC DISRUPTIONS
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Video long and short interviews

Geopolitical map and interactive map

HOW COULD US-CHINA RIVALY
DISRUPT THE DEVELOPMENT MODEL
OF ASIAN COUNTRIES?
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lying geese” has been a metaphor for development pattern of Asian countries.

It explains that advanced countries transmit technological and
economic development to less-advanced countries via open trade.
Eventually, the world moves in the same development direction. l 7,

,{ J Developing countries
{ " ) = = with export-led growth and cheap

- ) I re like follower geese
0 catching up industrialization.

Leading country
is like a lead goose 7 ' :

providing lift for those
following behind.

*Proposed by Japanese scholar Kaname Akamatsu in the 1930s
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At the FES Regional Lab, thought leaders from
15 Asia-Pacific countries warned that countries will
need to adapt to these geoeconomic trends:

Digital automation

Robots and Al are cutting comparative advantage
on cheap labor of developing nations.
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Weaponization \\\ll
of technology transfer Protectionism

Transmitting technology to Export bans, foreign
geopolitics allies only investment regulations
and tariffs to rivals

Friendshoring Reorganization of Nearshoring
Trading with countries that global supply chains Relocating supply chain to
are geopolitics allies only. nearby countries to minimize
risk of disrupted supply chain.

Infographics
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Korea has some advantages in
semiconductors. But because of the
tension between the United States
and China, now Korean companies
are in a very difficult situation. And
in the near future, these problems
will be growing.



https://asia.fes.de/news/geopolitical-competition-indo-pacific.html
https://asia.fes.de/news/geopolitics-of-eurasia
https://asia.fes.de/news/singapore-and-geoeconomic-disruptions.html
https://asia.fes.de/news/pakistan-development.html
https://asia.fes.de/news/geopolitics-regional-lab-2024.html
https://asia.fes.de/asia-news/geopolitics.html
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