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In 2025, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) Asia further
strengthened its regional programme on Geopolitics and
International Order. By convening leading experts and
thinkers from Asia, Europe and the United States, the
programme advanced a series of foresight and scenario-
building labs alongside targeted information-exchange
initiatives. These efforts fostered constructive dialogue
and supported the development of innovative approaches
to emerging geopolitical and geo-economic challenges.

At a Glance

1. In 2025, FES in Asia engaged more than 200
stakeholders from about 30 countries, representing a
diverse range of backgrounds, including thought
leaders, policymakers, members of parliament,
academics, and journalists. We also built on the FES
Asia Newsletter to strengthen engagement and keep
our network informed.

2. Over the course of the year, we organized two Inter-
Regional Labs in Bangkok, providing a platform for
thought leaders and multidisciplinary experts from
across the region to address pressing regional and
global challenges. These dialogues focused on the
implications of geopolitical competition, geoeconomic
disruptions and the next international order while
fostering collaborative strategies for the future.

3. This year, we continued our series of scenario-building
labs in New Delhi, India, in close collaboration with
the FES India office and in partnership with the
Executive Education Singapore Futures Team at the
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy.

4. We also facilitated information exchange and
dialogue visits for members of the Asia Strategic
Foresight Group to Shanghai, Canberra, Sydney,
Jakarta, Seoul, Brussels, and Berlin, in close
collaboration with our country offices. These events
brought together international experts and local
partners from the FES Asia Strategic Foresight
Network to exchange insights on key issues such as
neighborhood diplomacy, regional cooperation, global
governance, and strategies for addressing emerging
challenges in an evolving international order.

5. Our video series featured thought leaders from
Southeast Asia countries, exploring geoeconomic
challenges, global geopolitics across key regions, and
a series with Marc Saxer explores the revolve around
global power dynamics and shifts in the international
order.
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https://asia.fes.de/our-work/geopolitics-of-asia.html
https://asia.fes.de/our-work/geopolitics-of-asia.html

Inter-Regional Lab, Bangkok, November 20257

Platforms for National, Regional and Global Exchange

Regional Geopolitics and Geo-economics Labs

FES Asia convened and oganized two Inter-Regional Labs
in Bangkok, providing a platform for thought leaders and
multi-disciplinary experts from across Asia, Europe, Middle
East and the Americas to address pressing regional and
global challenges. These dialogues focused on
understanding the impacts of geopolitical competition and
geoeconomic disruptions while fostering collaborative
strategies for the future.

1. Inter-Regional Geoeconomic Lab: Adapting
Development Models to Geoeconomic Disruptions

Security and economic experts from 20 Asia-Pacific
countries convened at the Inter-Regional Lab in Bangkok
to assess the impact of the “Trump shock’ on regional
economies and explore how development models can
adapt to ongoing geoeconomic disruptions. The interactive
and forward-looking dialogue sparked broader discussions
on how geoeconomic trends are playing out in the region,
what efforts have been made to adjust to new framework
conditions, what can be learned from initial experiences,
and which ideas could serve as suitable building blocks for
adapting development models.

2. Inter-Regional Lab: What Order Can Stabilize the
International System?

Over 30 thought leaders from 20 countries in Asia, Europe,
the Middle East and Americas came together in Bangkok
over the Inter-Regional Lab "Geopolitical competition,
Geoeconomic Disruptions. What order can stabilize the
international system?", organized in partnership with the
Global Solutions Initiative Foundation (GSI) and facilitated
by the Executive Education team of Singapore’s Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy. Over two days, they exchanged
notes on geopolitical and geoeconomic disruptions as also
jointly explored what type of order might stabilize the
international system that is in flux and turmoil.

FES Strategy and Foresight Lab

This year, the FES Office for Regional Cooperation in Asia,
in collaboration with the FES India Office and the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy Executive Education team,
successfully hosted a two-day national lab in New Delhi. A
diverse group of thought leaders and strategic experts
convened to discuss and analyst the geopolitical and geo-
economic situation in India.
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https://asia.fes.de/news/what-order-can-stabilize-the-international-system
https://asia.fes.de/news/what-order-can-stabilize-the-international-system
https://asia.fes.de/news/what-order-can-stabilize-the-international-system
https://asia.fes.de/news/india-geopolitics-2025.html

Information and Dialogue Programme Jakarta, 26-28 August 2025

|
FES Asia Strategic Foresight Group ; ‘ ‘

The FES Asia Strategic Foresight Group (ASFG), founded in
2021, is a diverse, interdisciplinary network comprising
thought leaders, policymakers, and experts from 20 countries
across Asia. The platform fosters meaningful dialogue and
exchange of perspectives on the future of the Indo-Pacific
and Europe.

Throughout 2025, FES facilitated five pivotal dialogues in
Shanghai, Australia, Jakarta, Seoul, Brussels, and Berlin, in
close collaboration with its country offices. These events
brought together international experts and local partners
from the FES Asia Strategic Foresight Network to exchange
insights on key issues such as neighbourhood diplomacy,
regional cooperation, global governance, and strategies for
addressing emerging challenges in an evolving international
order. By fostering inclusive discussions, the dialogues
sought to strengthen partnerships and explore innovative
approaches to regional and global cooperation.

Shanghai, 16-17 June 2025 Seoul, 3-5 September 2025

Canberra and Sydney, 4-6 August 2025 Brussels & Berlin, 22-26 September 2025
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DDkrqVdJz/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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An interview at Inter-Regional Geoeconomic Lab, April 2025
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‘He who comes too late is punished by_life’

At the Munich Security Conference, two starkly opposing
visions of order collided. Future historians may mark this
moment as the definitive end of the US-led liberal world
order and the point when the erosion of liberal hegemony
within Western democracies became undeniable.

Map: Navigating_the Geopolitics of a Three-Theatre World
While it is true that great powers are vying for influence in
every region around the globe, this engagement is not
uniform, as there is a hierarchy of interests

Rethinking_Thailand’s Development Model Amidst the New
Geoeconomic Landscape

Thailand stands at a critical crossroads, grappling with
economic stagnation and mounting global disruptions. Dr.
Sombkiat Tangkitvanich of Thailand Development Research
Institute (TDRI) highlights the urgent need to move beyond
reactive policymaking and embrace bold, forward-looking
reforms to navigate these challenges.

Adapting_to new realities: Bangladesh prepares to graduate
from Least Developed Country_status amid geoeconomic
disruptions

As Bangladesh prepares to graduate from Least Developed
Country (LDC) status in 2026, it faces rising global
protectionism and the loss of key trade privileges. In this
article, Mohammad Abdur Razzaque highlights the need for
a more resilient, competitive, and reform-focused
development model to navigate an increasingly fragmented
global trade landscape.

India’s Geo-economic Adaptation and its Pivotal Role in
Reshaping_the Global Trade Order

With global trade in flux, India enters a decisive phase in its
rise, poised to bridge advanced and emerging economies.
Rajat Kathuria examines how bold reforms, deeper global
integration, and high-standard trade agreements could turn
this moment into a transformative leap for both India and
the world economy.

Videos/Interviews

This year, our video series features thought leaders from
across Asia-Pacific countries through two major events. The
first series examines how Southeast Asian nations are
responding to the Trump tariff shock. The second focuses on
what kind of order can stabilize the international system and
how countries navigate security and development challenges.
Additionally, a three-part series with Marc Saxer explores
global power dynamics and shifts in the international order.

. Inter-Regional Geoeconomic Lab: Adapting Development
Models to Geoeconomic Disruptions

« Inter-Regijonal Lab: What Order Can Stabilize the
International System?

Conversations with Marc Saxer

« The Indo-Pacific and its Emergence as a Global
Powerhouse

. Navigating the Geopolitics of a Three-Theatre World

. How do the conditions for war, peace, and the global
economy change with the end of Pax Americana?
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